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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 6, Issue 10 
Hot Topics!  
Dr. Fridriksson 
visited Dupont 
State Forest 
during his visit 
last week. 
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     What’s the role of geothermal energy 
in scenarios for future energy production 
that rely less on fossil fuels? Visiting 
geologist Dr. Thrainn Fridriksson 
provided his perspective as part of the 
Santee Cooper lecture series, meeting 
with the ENVS 203 Environmental 
Science course and giving a public 
lecture.   
     Geothermal energy may be used for 
direct heating applications and, in some 
circumstances, for production of 
electricity. While it comprises a very 
small fraction of overall energy use, in 
those locations where it is geologically 
feasible, it provides many advantages and 
can provide a significant resource.  
     Geothermal energy is not, technically, 
renewable in the same way as solar and 
wind power. It is possible to extract heat 
faster than it is replenished from the 
earth’s interior. However, unlike solar 
and wind power, while a field is 
operational it provides a consistent power 
source that does not fluctuate, making its 
capacity for base-load production 
 
Dr. Ferguson presents research at 
the Geological Society of America 
in Baltimore. 
2
comparable to fossil fuels or nuclear 
power.  
    A native of Iceland, Fridriksson has 
many years of experience developing 
geothermal projects with the Iceland 
GeoSurvey, and has worked on 
development projects around the globe. 
He is currently employed in a two-year 
rotation with the World Bank’s Energy 
Sector Management Assistance 
Program. He explained that because 
geothermal energy has a high resource 
risk – that is, it takes considerable 
investment before it is known whether a 
location will be able to provide power – 
it is advantageous to have the support of 
an entity such as the World Bank that 
has the capacity to take on that risk. 
    Fridriksson’s visit was a great reason 
to try out the new earthen oven at the 
Goodall Center. An adventurous group 
baked the first pizza! It was delicious 
but we need more practice to perfect the 
technique. More oven events will be 
coming soon! 
  
The first firing of new earthen oven at Goodall 
produced some yummy pizzas! 
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
Middlebury School of the Environment – Summer Session 2016 
1
     Applications are being accepted for the six-week 
summer session at Middlebury School of the 
Environment, which runs June 24-August 5, 2016 
on their main campus in Vermont.  Any under-
graduate student can apply for this nine semester-
hour credit program that combines coursework in 
environmental studies with leadership and 
professional skills training.  Financial aid is 
available.   
     The curriculum involves two different tracks of 
study in sustainability and understanding place or 
2
systems thinking and environmental analysis and each 
participant will also enroll in one of four electives 
in Environmental Video Production, Wicked 
Environmental Problems, Environmental Pollution, or 
Religion, Nature, and Justice. 
     Applications are being accepted on a rolling 
basis until enrollment is complete.  Visit 
http://www.middlebury.edu/environment/apply 
for admission and application instruction. Visit 
http://www.middlebury.edu/environment/financ
ial_aid for financial aid information.  See Dr. 
Savage if you have any other questions. 
Ongoing    The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow 
with good work today.  Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings. 
November 14th   
9:00-11:00am  
Glendale Shoals Volunteer Day:  Goodall Gardner, Steve Patton, and the Trees 
Coalition have organized a workday to clean up invasive kudzu and English ivy.  The 
group will meet at the SPACE picnic shelter on Emma Cudd Road at 9:00am.  Please 
sign up online if you plan to volunteer: http://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-
spartanburg-area-conservancy-4662906451  
Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website! 
November 14th   
9:00am   
Northside Community Teaching Farm:  Help build tiny, mobile structures for the 
homeless during the Project No One Left in the Cold – Tiny Shelter Workshop.  Visit their 
Facebook page for more information and a list of materials needed: 
https://www.facebook.com/northsidecommunitypermaculture/  
November 14th  
 9:30am-2:00pm  
Adopt-A-Stream Chemical/Bacterial Workshop: The workshops will teach the basics of 
stream water chemistry, how to conduct the chemical tests using hand-held field 
equipment, and how to monitor E. coli levels for water quality.  Workshop location: 
USC Upstate Campus.  Registration/information: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adopt-a-stream-chemical-bacterial-workshop-tickets-
18679955249  
November 16-19th   
7:00pm  
3rd Annual Wofford Environmental Film Festival:  These environmental films have 
appeared in nationally recognized festivals such as the Sundance Film Festival, the 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival and the Environmental Film Festival in the nation’s 
capital. Each night’s screening, in Olin Teaching Theater, includes either a feature-
length environmental film or a series of shorts. Screenings are followed by brief 
discussions led by student panels.  Stay tuned for more information on each event!   
November 19th   
6:00pm   
Grand Opening for the Glendale Shoals Labryinth: Students in the Philosophy in Action 
Living/Learning Community have created a 40ft labyrinth along the walking trail at 
Glendale Shoals.  Please join them for this opening event! 
